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● Welcome – Aanjel Clayton, Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Commission

● Youth Activism – Khadija Kele, Utah Muslim Civic League

● Leadership – Meligha Garfield, Black Cultural Center at the University of Utah

● Self-Care – Sarah Vaughn, Melanin Squad

● Q&A Session – Aanjel Clayton, Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Commission

● Closing – Nubia Peña, Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs

Agenda



Khadija Kele
Utah Muslim Civic League

khadija@utahmcl.com 

https://www.utahmcl.com/
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Youth 
Activism 

By: Khadija Kele

Utah Muslim Civic League
Racial Justice Fellow



MY INVOLVEMENT





UMCL Racial Justice 
Fellowship



Racial Justice Matter Fellowship

● Helping youth, primarily Black Muslim youth, enhance their platform 
while informing and talking about racial injustices locally and nationally 

● Connecting youth to different resources in the community

What have I done & Future plans

● July 19, 2020 - Youth Meeting
● July 29, 2020 - Representative Meeting

● Planning meetings with our local mosques and having 
conversations around intra-faith in our mosques

● Educating black youth about their civil rights 



What is Causing Youth 
to Take Charge?



They are Tired!

Police brutality & racial injustices 
have gone on for far too long and it 

is time for real change





○ The Murder of George Floyd (the tipping point)
■ May 25, 2020

○ Led to massive protests 
■ Started in Minneapolis, Minnesota & spread all over 

North America and various other parts of the world 
■ Became the largest civil gathering of people for a 

single cause in history 







Mental Health 

Racial Trauma

● Flashbacks
● Anxiety 
● Nightmares
● Hypervigilance
● Poor Sleep 

● Depression
● High Blood 

Pressure
● Panic Attacks



“Get over it”“Stop being 

so sensitive”

“Or it’ll pass 
over eventually”



Youth Involvement



Social media platforms including Instagram, Twitter 
and TikTok have been crucial tools to inspire and 
educate others



Protests

   The current round of protests are mainly youth-led



Petitions 
NATIONAL ACTION AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY Justice for Christopher Josey

Justice for Breonna Taylor Justice for Sean  

Hands Up Act

Ban the use of rubber bullets for crowd control

Julius Jones is innocent. Don’t let him be executed by the state of Oklahoma.

Pardon Black Woman Imprisoned for Voting

Justice for Shukri Abdi

Justice for Dion Johnson

https://www.change.org/p/national-action-against-police-brutality-and-murder
https://www.change.org/p/change-org-justice-for-christopher-josey?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22518067_en-US%3Av1&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=psf_combo_share_initial
https://www.change.org/p/andy-beshear-justice-for-breonna-taylor?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22077589_en-US%3Av4&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=50bd38eb3cd647ea9681819861c8f293
https://www.change.org/p/white-house-justice-for-sean
https://www.change.org/p/us-senate-hands-up-act
https://www.change.org/p/un-and-us-government-ban-the-use-of-rubber-bullets?recruiter=922712485&recruited_by_id=62d8f120-fdb6-11e8-8dbd-0dee42fd9442&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard
https://www.change.org/p/julius-jones-is-innocent-don-t-let-him-be-executed-by-the-state-of-oklahoma?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_13534925_en-US%3Av3&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=psf_combo_share_initial
https://www.change.org/p/greg-abbott-pardon-black-woman-imprisoned-for-voting?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_13513769_en-US%3Av1&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=50bd38eb3cd647ea9681819861c8f293
https://www.change.org/p/manchester-police-justice-for-shukri-abdi?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_16460961_en-GB%3Av5&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=psf_combo_share_abi
https://www.change.org/p/phoenix-police-department-justice-for-dion-johnson?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22484740_en-US%3Av1&recruiter=319353471&recruited_by_id=129af720-1490-11e5-9c6e-8515d331dad3&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=psf_combo_share_abi


THANK YOU! 

Contact Info:

Email: khadija@utahmcl.com



Questions?



Meligha Garfield
Black Cultural Center at the University of Utah

meligha.garfield@utah.edu

https://diversity.utah.edu/centers/bcc/
mailto:meligha.garfield@utah.edu






























Questions?



Sarah Vaughn
Melanin Squad
Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Commission

hello@melaninsquadut.com

https://www.melaninsquad.com/
https://multicultural.utah.gov/mlk/
mailto:melaninsquad.utah@gmail.com
















Questions?



Nubia Peña
Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs

npena@utah.gov

https://multicultural.utah.gov/
mailto:npena@utah.gov


Thank you!


